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A Message from the Principal 


The building described in this folder is a functional college building, which 
T trust will be a pleasure for you to inspect. It provides only the necessities of 
college education, and these only in the proportions which this College has learned 


to anticipate from the demands on its services each year. 


While it is a distinctly new unit, it should be considered in conjunction with 
its neighbour and parent—the main Central Branch of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, twenty of whose classrooms it will continue to use, in addition to 
certain space for library and Schools, as well as the gymnasium and pool of which 


the College will have use. 


There are some thirty-three classrooms in the new building and ten laboratories, 
together with offices, Student Counsellor’s suite, Art School, students’ quarters 
and faculty rooms. It provides for expansion of the facilities of the College and 
Schools to some 40% more than the previous total accommodation. 


It does provide most of the basic necessities of a college the size of Sir George 
Williams, and is the answer to the dreams of generations of Georgian students. 


It is to be hoped that it will be inspected in this light. 
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e UNDER A CHARTER GRANTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, 
the Corporation of Sir George Williams College is empowered to conduct a college or university within the 
province and to award appropriate degrees. As a College, it now offers complete programs in both day and 
evening divisions leading to the Bachelor’s degrees in Arts, Science, and Commerce, and a program of 
professional training for the Y.M.C.A. Secretaryship leading to the Diploma in Association Science. At a 
non-college level it also operates the Business School, the School of Art, the Evening Elementary School, the 
Evening High School, and the School of Retailing. 


Sir George Williams College is one of the six universities of the Province of Quebec; it is also the formal 
educational branch of the Young Men’s Christian Association of Montreal. As such it brings to the task of 
higher education the Y.M.C.A.’s particular interest in the educational welfare of employed young men and 
women, offering, in addition to a full-time day program, complete programs in the evening division of the 
College and the Associated Schools. (5,866 of the total current registration of 6,956 are in the evening division. ) 
Similarly, this traditional interest in persons is carried over into the College’s emphasis on general education 
as a way of developing fully-rounded individuals, in the close contacts that are preserved between student 
and faculty, and in the student counselling service which it pioneered in Canada. 
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Ist FLOOR DIRECTORY 


1. Main Stairs & corridor to Y.M.C.A. Building 14. Staff Elevator 
2. Accounts Office 15. Administrative Corridor 
3. Bookstore 16-17. Staff Washrooms 
4. Bursar's Office 18. Assistant Registrar's Office 
5. Main Entrance to Lobby 19. Dean's Office 
6. Auditorium Lobby 21. Assistant Dean's Office 
7. Check room 22. Administrative Assistant's Office 
8. Gerald Walker Birks Hall 24. Principal’s Office 
9. Records Vault 25-35. Faculty Offices 
10. Records Office 36. Main Corridor 
11. Administrative Reception Area 37-38. Dressing Rooms 
12. Registrar's Office 39. Scene Shop 


13, 20, 23. Secretarial Offices 40. Stage 
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e IN TWENTY YEARS, THE REGISTRATION OF THE COLLEGE AND SCHOOLS HAS GROWN 
from 1,031 students to 6,956, overwhelming evidence for the need of its services in the Montreal community. 
But its history goes back much further than twenty years. 


In 1873 the Montreal Young Men’s Christian Association inaugurated evening classes for employed young 
men in various vocational and general educational subjects. As the need for evening educational opportunities 
became more apparent, the educational program of the Y.M.C.A. Schools grew to meet the need. A formal 
evening high school program was added in 1920, and in 1929 the first evening classes at the College level were 
offered, to be followed in 1932 by the opening of a day College program. 


In the meantime, the College was quick to recognize its function as “residual legatee” of education in 
Montreal, and to meet the challenge of apparent need. Typical of this was its assumption of the responsibility 
for the college preparatory training of veterans for the whole Montreal area at the close of World War II, 
when the College opened its Claremont Branch and prepared over 1,000 veterans for College entrance. 

In 1936, the first two students graduated from the College; in 1955 there were 335 graduates. Since the 
first graduation, 2,520 students have graduated from the College, as well as countless others who have graduated 
from the High School and other schools. 
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2nd FLOOR DIRECTORY 


1. Main Stairs 11. Washroom 

2. Corridor 12. Psychological Laboratory 

3. Student Guidance and Placement Office 13. Office of the Alumni Association 
4. Testing Room 14. Staff Elevator 

5. Placement Office 15 Upper Auditorium 

6. Student Corridor 16-20 Lecture Halls 

7. Assistant Student Counsellor 21-22 Storage 

8. Assistant Student Counsellor 23 Lecture Hall 

9. Careers Library 24 Main Corridor 
10. Lobby 
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e WHEN THE MEMBERSHIP OF AN INSTITUTION DOUBLES ITSELF THREE TIMES IN 
twenty years, as has happened to Sir George Williams College since 1934, it is evident that the provision of 
adequate space to carry on its program must be a perennially pressing problem. 

Starting with modest quarters on one floor of the Central Y.M.C.A. building, like the proverbial camel 
who was allowed to put his head in the Arab’s tent, the College was soon pre-empting so much space that other 
activities in the building had to be curtailed and the program of the Central branch of the Y.M.C.A. cut down 
to allow for the urgent need for more and more classrooms. 

Ultimately, the main building could no longer house the activities of the College, and leases were obtained 
for space up and down Stanley and Drummond Streets, halls were rented from other friendly organizations 
and the work of the College spilled out of the main building into quarters not truly suitable for classrooms or 
laboratories, and decentralized to a point administratively inefficient. 

In spite of the race to provide more space, the College has been behind in providing for the need for the 
last decade or more, and each year, hundreds of qualified young men and women have been refused admission 
to classes, sometimes sorely needed by them, for lack of room. And each year the problem of conducting 
classes in unsuitable quarters has intensified to the point where something had to be done about it. 


3rd FLOOR DIRECTORY 


1 Main Stairs 11. Fine Arts Lecture Room 
2-5 Classrooms 12-17. Classrooms 
6. Office of the English Department 18. Corridor to Y.M.C.A. Building 
7. Auxiliary Office Space 19. Classroom 
8. Corridor 20. Corridor 
9. Classroom 21. Classroom 
10. Staff Elevator 22. Classroom 
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Out of crowded Central Branch ; a a - = 4 ae ‘ fees ve : e. ae The Salvation Army housed classes. 
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across Stanley St. to Temple Annex and north on Drummond St. The Art School 


.. And Needed A New Reservoir 
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moved across the street. < 


. .. with modern laboratories wide connecting corridors and suitable, new classrooms. 
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e THE ENROLMENT OF THE COLLEGE AND SCHOOLS SURPASSED 6,000 FOR THE FIRST 
time in 1952, and even the added facilities were insufficient and inadequate to meet the demand for further 
training. Some courses were forced to close their registration early, disappointing many students. 

A special survey committee studied the situation and it became evident that up-to-date and enlarged 
facilities were necessary if the present and future need for evening education was to be met. In the Fall of 
1952, the Y.M.C.A.-Sir George Williams College Capital Funds Campaign was launched with an objective 
of $3,300,000. The new building for the College was a major item provided for in the Campaign objective. 

Certain firms in Montreal, whose employees represent a large proportion of the evening students, recog- 
nized the value of the training they received, and responded generously. Many individuals and corporations, 
friends of the Y.M.C.A. and the College, gave valuable donations. With the funds secured in the campaign, 
construction on the new building began in June 1954. 


Ever since “the College with the sidewalk campus” grew up in the midst of downtown Montreal, there 
has been close co-operation between the College and the community. The achievement of the new building 
can be seen as an expression of thanks to those who made it possible. It represents a tremendous responsibility 
in the field of education and character development towards those who placed tleir faith in it. 
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4th FLOOR DIRECTORY 
1. Main Stairs 14-15. Classrooms 
2. Corridor 16. Physical Chemistry Laboratory 
3-7. Classrooms 17. Balance Room 
8. Auxiliary Office Space 18. Advanced Chemistry Laboratory 
9. Washroom 19. Supplies Room 
10. Classroom 20. Instrument Room 
11. Faculty Office (Chemistry) 21. Elementary Chemistry Laboratory 
12. Faculty Laboratory 22. Main Corridor 
13. Staff Elevator 23. Lecture Hall 
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e BUILT TO PROVIDE IDEAL STUDY CONDITIONS FOR DAY OR EVENING, WINTER OR 
i 13 summer classes, the new building is spacious and bright with pleasing colour schemes. There are many windows, 
fluorescent lighting and a system of air filtration. 


For the students, there is an attractive, new design in classroom furniture. The blackboards are specially 
lighted, and provided with aluminum frames and map rails. The wall fabric, impregnated with plastic, is 
washable. Acoustic tile on the ceilings absorbs the noise. Each classroom is planned with proper optimum 
seating and floor space. 


Heating throughout the building is provided by air vector radiation. The temperature of each room is 
individually controlled. Sullsash windows also contribute to maintaining adequate temperature control. 

The laboratories were carefully designed to provide modern, long-needed facilities for each of the science 
subjects taught. A special feature of the Electrical Lab is an electrical distribution panel. The Chemistry 
Labs have their own system of air circulation and water supply, and 700 drawers for individual student 
equipment. 


On the lower floor of the building are 12 rooms for the vital extracurricular life of students and staff. The 
new auditorium accommodating 400 people, may be used for lecture purposes and the presentation of student 
dramatics, and for other special events. 


A centralized suite of offices with a careers library for the Student Counselling and Placement Services 
are indications of the expanded facilities for each Department. Elevator service and a special entrance to the 
building are provided for paraplegic students. 
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5th FLOOR DIRECTORY 
. Main Stairs 16. Storage Room 
. Physics-Electrical Laboratory 17. Staff Elevator 
. Dark Room 18. Art Studio 
. Power Room 19. Physics—Electronics and Atomic Laboratory 
29 . Faculty Laboratory—Physics 20. Physics—General Laboratory 
. Faculty Office 21. Faculty Laboratory—Biology 
. Physics Demonstrator’s Room 22. Faculty Office 
ee . Faculty Office 23. Biology—Museum Study 
. Art School Office 24. Advanced Biology Laboratory 
10. Art Studio 25. Biology Preparation Room 
) 11. Small Sculpture Studio and Office 26. General Biology Laboratory 
12. Corridor 27. Microscope Storage Room 
13. Washroom 28. Main Corridor 
14. Classroom 29. Art Studio 
1] 15. Physics—Heat and Light Laboratory 30. Physics Workshop 
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e THE COLLEGE BUILDING, STRETCHING FROM DRUMMOND TO STANLEY STREET, 
is 144 feet wide and 250 feet deep. In it, the work of the College and Schools is centralized, making individual 
attention to students more possible and facilitating administration. 

Over 10,000 students may be accommodated each year, in contrast to a previous maximum of 6,000. 
The building is constructed so that a sixth floor may be added when necessary. 

The increased number of students will be able to circulate freely through corridors which are 10 feet wide. 
The Administrative Centre and lobby located on the main floor, enable the new students to be served promptly 
and members of the public easily accommodated. 

At a time when Universities across the country face an increased deluge of students, Sir George Williams 
College and Schools can meet the educational needs of more people more adequately. The future is faced with 
appreciation to all who helped make the task possible. 


Y.M.C.A. Building New Building 


Faculties of Arts, Science, and 
Commerce. School of Art. 


Business School, Elementary School 
School of Retailing, High School 


Type No. | Cap'y Type Cap'y 


1,661 
400 
333 
100 


Classroom 
Auditorium 
Laboratory 
Art Studio 


Classroom 

Typing Room 

Business Machines 
Room 

Visual 
Room 


Education 


Total 


LOWER FLOOR DIRECTORY 


1. Main Stairs 18. Washroom—Women's 
2. Students’ Common Room 19. Women Students’ Room 
3. Storage 20. Corridor to Maintenance Staff Area 
4. Men Students’ Room 21. Editor of “Georgian” 
5. Students’ Conference Room 22. Pump Room 
6. Basement Lobby and Corridor 23. ‘‘Georgian’’ (Newspaper) Office 
7. Staff Elevator 24. Student Societies’ Office 
8. Storage 25. Day Student Society's Executive 
9. Staff Washroom—Men’'s 26. Evening Student Society's Executive 
10. Staff Room 27. Storage 
11. Storage 28. Athletic Office Reception Room 
12. Storage 29. Athletic Director 
13. Staff Reading Room 30. Assistants to Athletic Director 
14. Women’s Staff Room 31. First Aid Room 
15. Staff Washroom—Women's 32. Corridor to Maintenance Area 
16. Corridor 33. Fan Room 
17. Washroom—Men's 34. Maintenance Staff Area 
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Tne CHANGED PICTURE 


HOW SIR GEORGE WILLIAMS GREW 


REGISTRATION FIGURES 


Year College College and Schools 
1930 30 1236 
1935 304 1031 
1940 838 2498 
1945 - 1815 4467 
1950 3194 5721 


1955 4124 6982 


